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statesmen who, worsted in a quarrel of aristocratic
cliques, " took the people into partnership/' have a
close parallel in the modern politicians who introduce
household suffrage into towns to " dish " one side, and
into counties to " dish " the other.

Let us now suppose the competition of Parties,
stimulated to the utmost by the modern contrivances
of the Wire-puller, to have produced an electoral
system under which every adult male has a vote, and
perhaps every adult female. Let us assume that the
new machinery has extracted a vote from every one
of these electors. How is the result to be expressed?
It is, that the average opinion of a great multitude
has been obtained, and that this average opinion
becomes the basis and standard of all government
and law. There is hardly any experience of the way
in which such a system would work, except in the
eyes of those who believe that history began since
their own birth. The universal suffrage of white
males in the United States is about fifty years old;
that of white and black is less than twenty. The
French threw away universal suffrage after the Reign
of Terror ; it was twice revived in France, that the
Napoleonic tyranny might be founded on it; and
it was introduced into Germany, that the personal
power of Prince Bismarck might be confirmed. But
ooe of the strangest of vulgar ideas is that a very
wide suffrage could or would promote progress, new